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There are probably not too many current parishioners that 
were here back in the late 1970’s when our Church began 
its process of formation. It was definitely a trying time and 
at several junctures just a matter of survival.  We were a 
small group of only 160 families that began this most diffi-
cult challenge. The Montfort Fathers or officially The 
Missionaries of the Company of Mary of St. Louis de 
Montfort began what was The Mission at Fishers in 1976.  
Our Founding Father was Rev. Francis Allen under the 
guidance of Bishop Raymond Gallagher who wrote the 
check for the parcel of land that we now occupy. This 
was in 1978 and by 1980 we were building the Church we all now call home.  

We had a contemporary, but elegant Sanctuary complete with a beautiful red velvet background that graced 
the large windows at the rear of the altar. At the center was a beautiful but simple crucifix with the Taber-
nacle just below draped with a fine linen and lace surround.  One of the most beautiful elements to this was 
that beyond this was a most picturesque panorama of trees that were most beautiful during the fall season. 
There were no homes or other distractions that would disrupt your thoughts or reflections…it only helped 
to enhance your special time of prayer.  The actual Church was not as large as it is today, as there was a 
temporary dividing wall at the midsection to separate the Community Room at the rear. The smell of Pan-
cakes and Sausage was always there to remind you that breakfast awaited after Mass. If you were not in at-
tendance at these after Mass breakfasts, your absence was duly noted by everyone.  

Our little band of parishioners grew with the population of tiny Fishers. Now remember Fishers was only a 
town of 2008 people in 1980, unlike the ninety-thousand who now currently live here. We were the Catholic 
Church of Fishers and the pioneers of this town once called Mudsock. We were destined to survive by Di-
vine Providence. 

Another little tidbit of trivia is that Father Allen also had his living quarters where the current Cry Room 
and Eucharistic Chapel is located. Talk about having everything in one place. Church, Community Room 
with Commercial Kitchen, Rectory, and CCD Class-rooms. But change was on the horizon. Our growth was 
about to make an explosion and we were ready for new challenges.  

Next…the 80’s and 90’s have a campus building program and a five-fold growth! 

By, David and Judy Kinder…Founding Parishioners 


